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[bookmark: _Toc136956719][bookmark: _Toc152745023]SECTION 1: LETTER OF INVITATION

Country: Namibia
[bookmark: _Hlk136936108]Name of Project:	NAMIBIA RENEWABLE ENERGY SCALE-UP SUPPORT PROJECT
Procurement Name:	Request for Expressions of Interest for the Provision of Consultancy Services for the Namibia Renewable Energy Scale-Up Support Project (Open National) 
Procurement Reference No:	SC/EOI/NPWR- 03/2024

08 December 2023

Dear Prospective Consultant

[bookmark: _Hlk136868610]REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR THE PROVISION OF CONSULTANCY SERVICES FOR THE NAMIBIA RENEWABLE ENERGY SCALE-UP SUPPORT PROJECT (OPEN NATIONAL)
[bookmark: _Toc152745024]INTRODUCTION
Namibia Power Corporation (Pty) Ltd (hereinafter referred to as NamPower) is inviting Expressions of Interest (EOI) from qualified and experienced Consultancy Firms to provide  “Consultancy Services for the Namibia Renewable Energy Scale-Up Support Project”. The EOI will lead to a Request for Proposal (RFP) for each of the below-mentioned Consultancy Services packages from the short-listed Consultants.
[bookmark: _Toc152745025]BACKGROUND
NamPower has obtained a grant from the World Bank – International Bank of Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) toward the cost of feasibility and development studies and procurement support for the Namibia Renewable Energy Scale-Up Support Project; and intends to apply part of the proceeds for consulting services.
The grant will specifically target various aspects of renewable energy development. This includes resource assessment studies for wind and solar photovoltaic (PV), site studies and environmental permitting studies for solar PV, Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), and wind projects, feasibility studies for solar PV, BESS, and wind projects, as well as associated transmission infrastructure integrations. The grant will also fund transaction advisory services for renewable energy Independent Power Producers (IPPs), contributing to the development of a conducive regulatory and contractual environment for competitive IPP procurement.
NamPower has identified several sites for solar PV, BESS, and wind projects, and the consulting services financed by the grant will go towards the development of these sites.
[bookmark: _Toc152745026]SCOPE OF SERVICES
The consulting services (“the Services”) required under this Expression of Interest are listed below as the following packages:
a) Package 1: Consultancy for SESA and ESIA for Wind Project, including Transmission Line (NA-NAMPOWER-388248-CS-QCBS)
These services are to conduct both a Sector Environmental and Social Assessment (SESA) and a project-specific Environmental and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) for the Wind Project. The services will include the preparation of the wind project SESA Report in the Tsau //Khaeb (Sperrgebiet) National Park area; as well as the ESIA Report for a project construction specific area, which will contain specialist reports; and the compilation of the Environmental and Social Management Plan (ESMP) to obtain the project Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC) from the Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism (MEFT) and to comply with World Bank Environment and Social Framework (ESF). The SESA screening process shall also consider the possible locations for erecting the Meteorological Mast(s), that are yet to be identified by the Employer within the Project site, to inform the development of a Scoping Report for the erection of the Meteorological Mast(s). The duration of the Environmental and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) Consultancy Services is expected to last about 18 months. 
b) Package 2: Consultancy for ESIA for Solar PV/BESS Projects (NA-NAMPOWER-396914-CS-QCBS)
These services are to conduct the project-specific Environmental and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) for the solar PV/BESS projects. The services will include preparation of the ESIA Report for a project construction specific area, which will contain outcomes of the screening, scoping, specialist reports; and the compilation of the Environmental and Social Management Plan (ESMP) to obtain the project Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC) from the Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism (MEFT) and to comply with World Bank Environment and Social Framework (ESF). The duration of this Consultancy Services is expected to last about18 months.
c) Package 3: Consultancy for Site Studies for Wind Project (NA-NAMPOWER-396916-CS-QCBS)
These services are to conduct topographical, land surveying, geotechnical, hydrological, and hydrogeological studies for the Wind Project. The services will result in the preparation and submission of corresponding field and interpretive reports as well as topographical survey/diagram and drawings for sites earmarked for development of the Wind Project. These services are envisaged to have a duration of about 6 months. 

d) Package 4: Consultancy for Site Studies for Solar PV/BESS Projects (NA-NAMPOWER-396918-CS-QCBS)
These services are to conduct topographical, land surveying, geotechnical, hydrological, and hydrogeological studies for the solar PV/BESS project. The services will result in the preparation and submission of corresponding field and interpretive reports as well as topographical survey/diagram and drawings for sites earmarked for the solar PV/BESS projects. These services are envisaged to have a duration of about 6 months.
The scope of services details and all deliverables from each Consultant will be detailed in the Terms of References (TORs) which will be issued with the Request for Proposal (RFP) to the shortlisted Consultants in the subsequent bidding phase.
[bookmark: _Toc152745027][bookmark: _Toc152745028][bookmark: _Toc152745029][bookmark: _Toc152745050][bookmark: _Toc152745051][bookmark: _Toc152745052]INVITATION
NamPower hereby invites eligible consulting firms (“Consultants”) to submit Expressions of Interest (EOI) for the provision of the above-mentioned Services. Interested, and registered Consultancy Firms should provide information demonstrating that they have the required technical capabilities, managerial capabilities, qualifications, and relevant experience to perform the Services to be shortlisted for further engagement on the Namibia Renewable Energy Scale-Up Support Project. The information requested in the EOI shall be a pre-requisite to assess the firm’s capability to provide the services required and will be the basis for short-listing of the Consultants for an eventual invitation to submit proposals.
The attention of interested Consultants is drawn to the conditions that Procurement of contracts financed by the proceeds of the proposed World Bank (IBRD) grant will be conducted through the procedures as specified in the World Bank’s Procurement Regulations for IPF Borrowers (July 2016) (Procurement Regulations), revised in November 2017, August 2018, and November 2020 and is open to all eligible firms, subject to the approach to market, as defined in the Procurement Regulations.
[bookmark: _Toc152242809][bookmark: _Toc152242810][bookmark: _Toc152242811][bookmark: _Toc152242812][bookmark: _Toc152745053]ELIGIBILITY OF CONSULTANT
The attention of interested Consultants is drawn to paragraph 3.21 to 3.24 of the World Bank’s Procurement Regulations for IPF Borrowers dated July 2016, revised in November 2017, August 2018, November 2020, and September 2023 setting forth the World Bank’s Policy on Eligibility.
Consultants may associate with other firms to enhance their qualifications but should indicate clearly whether the association is in the form of a joint venture and/or a sub-consultancy. Any party to the association, either joint venture member’s or sub-contractor’s experience will count on the qualifications criteria. In the case of a Joint Venture (JV), the Consultant shall specify the lead partner and all the partners in the joint venture shall be jointly and severally liable for the entire contract, if selected.
[bookmark: _Toc152745054]CONFLICT OF INTEREST
The attention of interested Consultants is drawn to paragraph 3.14 to 3.17 of the World Bank’s Procurement Regulations for IPF Borrowers dated July 2016, revised in November 2017, August 2018, November 2020, and September 2023 setting forth the World Bank’s Policy on Conflict of Interest.
[bookmark: _Toc152745055]QUALIFICATIONS
NamPower invites eligible Consultants to indicate their interest in providing the Services. Interested Consultants should provide information demonstrating that they have the required qualifications and relevant experience to perform the corresponding Services. The short-listing criteria for the EoIs for each package will be as follows:

a) Package 1: Consultancy for SESA and ESIA for Wind Project, including Transmission Line
· The Consultant should be eligible as per Clause 5 above,
· Core Business: minimum five (5) years of experience in preparing Environmental and Social Impact Assessments (ESIA), and Environmental and Social Management Plan (ESMP) for utility-scale renewable energy projects with particular regard to onshore Wind Projects,
· Demonstrate experience of preparing at least one (1) ESIA for onshore Wind Projects within the last five (5) years,
· Demonstrate experience with application of the EIA regulation in Namibia (at least one (1) reference wind project) within the last five (5) years,
· Demonstrate experience with the application of World Bank Environment and Social Framework (ESF), International Finance Corporation (IFC) or any other international Development Financial Institution (DFI) environmental and social standards, (at least one (1) reference wind project) within the last five (5) years,, and
· The consultant shall not be conflicted.
b) Package 2: Consultancy for ESIA for Solar PV/BESS Projects
· The Consultant should be eligible as per Clause 5 above,
· Core Business: minimum five (5) years of experience in preparing Environmental and Social Impact Assessments (ESIA), and Environmental and Social Management Plan (ESMP) for renewable energy projects with particular regard to solar PV and BESS Projects,
· Demonstrate experience of preparing at least one (1) ESIA for solar PV project within the last five (5) years,
· Demonstrate experience with EIA regulation in Namibia, at least one (1) reference solar PV project) within the last five (5) years,
· Demonstrate experience with the application of World Bank Environment and Social Framework (ESF), International Finance Corporation (IFC) or any other international Development Financial Institution (DFI) environmental and social standards, (at least one (1) reference solar PV project) within the last five (5) years, and
· The Consultant shall not be conflicted.
c) Package 3: Consultancy for Site Studies for Wind Project
· The Consultant should be eligible as per Clause 5 above,
· Core Business: minimum five (5) years of experience in conducting site studies (both geotechnical and hydrogeological/hydrological) for utility-scale (minimum 5MW) renewable energy projects,
· Demonstrate experience of conducting geotechnical site studies for at least two (2) utility-scale (minimum 5MW) renewable energy projects, within the last five (5) years,
· Demonstrate experience of conducting hydrogeological/hydrological site studies for at least two (2) utility-scale (minimum 5MW) renewable energy projects, within the last five (5) years, and
· The Consultant shall not be conflicted.
d) Package 4: Consultancy for Site Studies for Solar PV/BESS Projects
· The Consultant should be eligible as per Clause 5 above,
· Core Business: minimum five (5) years of experience in conducting site studies (both geotechnical and hydrogeological/hydrological) for utility-scale (minimum 5MW) renewable energy projects,
· Demonstrate experience of conducting geotechnical site studies for at least two (2) utility-scale (minimum 5MW) renewable energy projects of which one (1) of these reference projects must be a solar PV, within the last five (5) years,
· Demonstrate experience of conducting hydrogeological/hydrological site studies for at least two (2) utility-scale (minimum 5MW) renewable energy projects of which one (1) of these reference projects must be a solar PV, within the last five (5) years, and
· The Consultant shall not be conflicted.
Interested Consultants must provide information indicating that they are qualified to perform the Services by completing and submitting the Forms AF1 to AF3 together with other relevant documents.
[bookmark: _Toc152745056]APPROACH TO MARKET AND SELECTION METHOD
The approach to market for the procurement of the Consultant for each of the above packages will be Open National, and so this EOI will be advertised in Namibia only. However, it is open to any firm, whether local or international, provided that the Consultancy Firm(s) meet the shortlisting criteria set out in Section 7: Qualifications discussed above. The Consultant(s) will be selected in accordance with the Quality and Cost-based Selection (QCBS) method set out in the World Bank Procurement Regulations for IPF Borrowers.
Only five (5) to eight (8) eligible Consultants will be shortlisted or a small number of Consultants, as per paragraph 7.17 of the World Bank Procurement Regulations for IPF Borrowers, therefore Consultants are encouraged to submit as much evidential track record as possible for ranking purposes. Only shortlisted Consultants will be approached directly by NamPower to submit proposals for the services required in the RFP phase.
Any Consultants that are unable to complete the EOI Submission Requirements or do not provide all the relevant information required for shortlisting, may not be substantially responsive and may lead to non-shortlisting of its EOI submission.
Consultants are allowed and have an option to apply for any number of packages and may be shortlisted for different packages provided they meet the shortlisting requirements of each package as detailed in Section 7: Qualifications. 
[bookmark: _Toc152745057]CORRESPONDENCE
The REoI document can be downloaded at the NamPower website, link: NamPower - Tenders, RFQs
All correspondences and further information requests related to this EOI shall be made in English. Any clarification sought by any firm in respect of the EOI shall be addressed in writing, as per the Clarifications schedule indicated below.

Clarifications closed on 18 December 2023 – 12 January 2024 (all days inclusive), then open until last date of clarifications set for 09 February 2024. The clarifications should be addressed to:
		
		Mr Mathew Nelenge
Procurement Management Unit, 
NamPower Centre
15 Luther Street
Tel: +264-61-205 2324
E-mail: retf.procurement@nampower.com.na

The office hours are: 08:00 – 16:00 (Namibian Time) on Monday – Friday.
[bookmark: _Toc152745058]SUBMISSION OF EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
The EOI document shall be prepared and submitted in the English language and shall be submitted and received in HARD COPY ONLY. An electronic copy (which should be a copy of the full submission, in a searchable PDF format, on a USB storage device) should be included within the sealed envelope.
The EOI document(s) must be delivered in HARD COPY form to the address below:
Procurement Management Unit
Attn: Elizabeth Nashidengo
P O Box 2864 Windhoek, Namibia
NamPower Center
15 Luther Street, Windhoek
Tel: +264 61 205 2321
The deadline for the submission of this EOI is:
Closing Date: [16 February 2024]
Closing Time: [10:00 am Namibian Time]

The EOI for each package must be submitted in a separate sealed envelope marked:
“SC/EOI/NPWR-03/2024, Package [inset package number]: Expression of Interest for Consultancy Services for [Name of Consultancy Package]; 
Submission Date [insert date dd/mm/yyyy]; 
Submitted by [insert name of firm or firms]
Yours sincerely,


Elizabeth Nashidengo
MANAGER: PROCUREMENT MANAGEMENT UNIT
Namibia Renewable Energy Scale-Up Support Project.
Section 1 – Letter of Invitation	5
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[bookmark: _Toc136956722][bookmark: _Toc152745059]SECTION 2: SUBMISSION FORMS 

The completed Standard Forms and specific information requested hereafter shall be submitted as Expression of Interest and evaluated for shortlisting purposes.


Namibia Renewable Energy Scale-Up Support Project.
Section 2: Submission Forms	1


[bookmark: _Toc152745060][bookmark: _Toc768953][bookmark: _Toc136956723]AF1 – DECLARATION AND UNDERTAKING 
[Location, Date]
[To be completed on Company Letterhead]
To: Procurement Management Unit
Attn: Elizabeth Nashidengo
P O Box 2864 Windhoek, Namibia
NamPower Center
15 Luther Street, Windhoek
Tel: +264 61 205 2321
E-mail: retf.procurement@nampower.com.na

To whom it may concern,
RE: DECLARATION AND UNDERTAKING
We, the undersigned, are hereby submitting our Expression of Interest for The Provision of Consultancy Services for [insert Package No. and Name] for the Namibia Renewable Energy Scale-Up Support Project, in accordance with this Expression of Interest [SC/EOI/NPWR- 03/2024], dated 08 December 2023.  
We hereby declare that all the information and statements made in this Expression of Interest are true and accept that any misinterpretation contained in it may lead to not being short-listed or disqualification within any later stage.
We hereby declare that our company, and our staff, partners and associates do not have and are not aware of any actual or potential Conflicts of Interest which may arise through this Expression of Interest, (Please refer to the definition of Conflict of Interest in Section 3.14 as well as Annex IV [Fraud and Corruption] of the World Bank’s Procurement Regulations for IPF Borrowers (July 2016) (Procurement Regulations).
As the Consultant, we acknowledge that we have not previously been involved in the compilation or review of the NamPower bidding documents, technical specifications and/or feasibility study for the Namibia Renewable Energy Scale-Up Support Project and are eligible to participate.
We acknowledge the submission of the following information is appended to this declaration:
	Please clearly acknowledge the attachment of the following information by explicitly writing “YES” or “NO” in the relevant boxes.:

	Yes  /  No
	Our company profile providing information of our core business and years in business, relevant experience, technical and managerial capability as well as all other supporting documents.


We further acknowledge that the Scope of Services for the Consultancy Services may be updated, amended, or incorporated with any information forthcoming as part of the EOI submissions received or as a result of this EOI process.
The following person(s) have been nominated on behalf of the Consultant to be the contact person(s) (please complete in print or block letters):
	Title and Name
	

	Contact Number
	

	Email address
	




Yours sincerely,
On behalf of Consultant:
	Authorized Signature [In full and initials]:
	

	Name and Title of Signatory:
	

	Name of Company:
	

	Address: 	
	

	Company Stamp:
	






[bookmark: _Toc152745061]AF2 – GENERAL INFORMATION 
[Location, Date]
All individual parties/firms and each partner of a Joint Venture (JV) applying for the Expression of Interest are requested to complete the information in this form. Nationality information (if applicable) should be provided for all owners or Consultants who are partnerships/associates or individually owned firms. In case of a Joint Venture (JV), the firm designated to be the Lead Partner should be clearly spelt out.  
 
	1 
	Name of firm 
 
	

	2 
	Head office address 
 
	

	3 
	Telephone 
 
	Contact 

	4 
	Fax 
 
	E-mail 

	5 
	Place of incorporation / registration 
 
	Year of incorporation / registration 
 


  
	
	Nationality of owners (if applicable)[footnoteRef:1]  [1: To be completed by all owners of partnerships/associates or individually owned firms. ] 

	

	
	Name
	
	Nationality 

	1 
	 
	 

	2 
	 
	 

	3 
	 
	 

	4 
	 
	 

	5 
	 
	 




[bookmark: _Toc152745062]AF3 – EXPERIENCE RECORD
[Location, Date]
[To be completed on Company Letterhead]
 
 
Name of Consultant or partner of a joint venture 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
 
 
To enable evaluation of requirements of Section 7: Qualifications, and shortlisting, the Consultant shall be required to fill in this Form (AF3)  

On the next page, using the format of this Form (AF3), the Consultant is requested to provide information on each previous completed project of a similar nature and complexity.

The similar nature and complexity shall be aligned as per each respective package qualification requirements of Section 7: Qualifications.

The Consultant is required to explicitly mention for each reference project if they undertook it by themselves or were in a joint venture with another firm.

Consultants may enclose testimonials, certificates, and publicity material with their applications with the aim of aiding the evaluation of qualifications.


DETAILS OF PROJECTS/CONTRACTS OF SIMILAR NATURE AND COMPLEXITY
[Location, Date]
[To be completed on Company Letterhead]


Name of Consultant or partner of a Joint Venture (JV)/Consortium/Association 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
 
 
[Use a separate sheet for each reference project/contract] 
 
	1 
 
 
	Project/Contract Number:
 

	
	Name of project/contract:
 

	
	Country:
 

	2 
	Name of employer:
 

	3 
	Employer address:
 

	4 
	Brief description of services provided and special features relevant to the contract based on which the Consultant wishes to be short-listed.
 
 

	5 
	Contract role (check one) 
 Sole party     Management Consultant      Sub-consultant     Partner in a joint venture 

	6 
	Name of associate Consultants (if any):	 	 
 
 

	7 
	Date Award:	 	 

	8 
	Date of Completion:
 

	9 
	Contract/subcontract duration (years and months) 
 	 	      years 	      months 

	10 
	Contract Value:
 
 


 	


I hereby certify that the information contained in this Form AF3 is a true and accurate representation of the services performed by [insert Consultant’s name]. 
	Name
	………………………………………………………………………..

	In the Capacity of
	………………………………………………………………………..

	Signature
	………………………………………………………………………..

	Date
	………………………………………………………………………..
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